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1  Prerequisites for participation    

-    

2   Learning outcomes    

1. Students understand and are able to explain the characteristics and differences 
between quantitative and qualitative research and their use in library and information 
science research. 

2. Students understand and are able to explain various qualitative (i.e. case study, 
phenomenology, ethnography, history, and grounded theory) and quantitative (i.e. 
descriptive, causal comparative, comparative and experimental) research designs 
commonly used in library and information science research. 

3. Students understand and have the skills to use various data collection methods in 
qualitative (i.e. interviews, observation, and documentation) and quantitative (i.e. 
online/offline surveys and various secondary data documentation) research used in 
information and library science research along with the ethical issues involved (i.e. use 
of inform concerns and confidentiality of informant/respondent data identity). 

4. Students understand and have the skills to analyze qualitative data (i.e., perform 
various stages of data coding and master various ways of displaying data from 
interviews, observations, and documentation) and quantitative (i.e., descriptive 
statistics, correlation/regression, path analysis) which are commonly carried out in 
information and library science research. 

5. Students understand the structure and style of writing scientific papers, especially for 
thesis writing and have skills in writing chapters and sub-chapters in the thesis 
(abstract/abstract, introduction, background, research objectives and benefits, 
literature review, research methods, results and discussion, conclusions and 
suggestions, bibliography and appendices) in accordance with the rules of standard 
scientific writing procedures. 

3  Description  
This course discusses research methods and scientific writing applied in information and 
library science research in general.  This course covers two main topics. First, the basic 
concepts of quantitative and qualitative research, the application of various quantitative 
and qualitative research designs in information and library science, data sources and 
various data collection methods and various data analysis techniques used in information 
and library science research.  Second, scientific writing methods that contain discussions 
about the structure and style of scientific papers, the rules and ethics of writing scientific 
papers, writing techniques and steps for writing scientific papers focused on writing student 
final assignments. 

4  Teaching methods:   

1. Lectures 



5   Assessment methods:   

1. Assignments, 
2. Middle semester examination 
3. Quizzes 
4. Final semester examination 
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